Abstract
Microbiological analysis

124
Clean catch midstream urine samples from the pregnant women were inoculated onto cysteine 125 lactose electrolyte deficient (CLED) agar and incubated at 37 0 C for 18 to 24 hours. Colonies 126 that appeared circular and yellow on CLED agar were considered to be potential E. coli [28] .
127
A representative colony on each plate was Gram stained and further tested using indole, methyl 128 red, citrate, Voges-Proskauer test and urease [28] . API 20E identification system (bioMerieux 129 SA, Marcy l"Etoile, France) was used to confirm the isolates before the identified isolates were 130 stored in 10% glycerol-trypticase soy broth at -70 0 C for further sensitivity and molecular 131 analyses testing.
132
Antimicrobial susceptibility testing 133 The antimicrobial susceptibility testing was carried out on the isolates using the Kirby Bauer 134 method based on the CLSI, (29) guidelines for resistance to Ampicillin (10μg), Tetracycline
135
(30μg), Cotrimoxazole (25μg), Nalidixic acid (30μg), Nitrofurantoin (300μg, Gentamicin 136 (10μg) and Cefuroxime (30μg).
137
The control strains used for the determination of minimum inhibitory concentrations were E. The educational levels of the four hundred pregnant women revealed basic level education
263
(62.7%), and secondary education (25.5) were the common levels of education ( was non-significant (χ2 (2, N = 400) = 2.678, p = 0.262).
270
For the purpose of this study, the participants were put into 4 age groups ( In total, forty seven ampicillin resistant isolates were found to contain Bla TEM (Table 6) . TEM , aphA2 iutA, iron, ire, iha, ompT, traT, papC, FyuA(1) Bla TEM , aphA2 iutA, iron, ire, iha, ompT, traT, papC, FyuA(1) Bla TEM sfa, iron, ire, iha, irp, traT, hlyD, papC, FyuA(1) 0 iutA, sfa, iron, kpsMTIII, iha, ompT, traT, papC with previous studies by Hamdan et al., [49] in Sudan, Kawser et al., [50] 
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